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VICKSBURG, H iss.— A ferier- 
al court jury Wednesday re- 
turned a $1,021,500 damages 
judgment against the White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
and three Natchez white men 
for the 1966 slaying of Ben Ches- 
ter White, Negro. 

The verdict was returned 
by a jury of eight Negroes 
and four whites after federal 
District Judge Harold Cox di- 
rected the verdict ftfr the 
plaintiff, holding that the 
three men had liability for 
“the dastardly act.” 

After one hour and 30 min- 


$21,500 in actual damage and $1 
million punitive damages 
against James L. Jones, 58, 

awr 



and the White 
of the KKK. 
t mflES 1 / " g rai ny and. Fuller, 
who have been identified by 
the FBI as former members of 


to Pay $1 Million 

in state court jury of murder in 
Adams “ 


tries, the jury brought back a 
unanimous verdict assessing found by the police and FBI, 
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the Klan, were en 
Natchez at the time of the slay- 
ing of White, a 67-year-old 
caretaker of a farm near 
Natchez. 

White’s body was found June 
10, 1966, after being tossed from 
an automobile. 

According to evidence in the 
trial, the three men picked 
White up on the pretense of 
seeking him to do work for 
them, and drove to a rural area 
where they stopped and opened 
up with their guns as he sat in 
the back seat of the automobile. 

The automobile, which had 
been burned before it was 


indicated White's head and 
body were smashed into frag- 
ments by the shots. 

Introduced in the civil case 
here were a confession by 
Jones, and a sta.cm:m AvanL 
bad made to the FBI concern- 
ing their parts in the slaying. 
Avants was acquitted by a 


— ,, and another 

jury was dismissed after be- 
ing deadlocked in the murder 
trial of Jones. Fuller has not 
been tried. 

Judge Cox directed to the 
jury that the three men were 
responsible for the death of 
White, and called on the jury to 
set only the amount of dam- 
ages. 

The amount returned by the 
jury was the maximum which 
had been sought by attorneys 
representing the state. 

In his charge Judge Cox said 
that the assessment of punitive 
damages in the case would 

serve as a deterrent and a 
message to others who may try 
to do similar acts;” 

The judge dismissed 
to the damagea'Sam 
iwen# Jr., Laurel, Sttpemi 
of the White Knights of 
the KKK, and several officers 
of the Klan group. 
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